x                  PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE

at the table were checked by resolutions of the Commons,
who resented the King's calling for reports of their debates.
After the admonition to Rushforth the journal becomes,- what
it has been ever since, a record of things done and not of
things said.

The records of the Elizabethan Journals are expanded by
Sir Symonds D'Ewes from other sources. Sir Thomas Smith,
in his Commonwealth of England, and Hooker, in the account
which he writes for the guidance of the Parliament at Dublin,
give us descriptions which enable us to understand how
business was conducted in the English Parliament under the
great Queen. In the next century formal treatises on parlia-
mentary procedure are compiled by Elsynge, Hakewel, Scobell,
Petyt, and others. Under the Long Parliament reports of
important speeches are occasionally printed and published
" by authority/' but for the most part we are dependent for
our knowledge of debates on notes surreptitiously taken, and,
notwithstanding the severe prohibitions against publication,
sometimes communicated to the outside world through the
Mercurius Politiciis and other organs. Examples of such
notes are supplied by the diaries of Goddard and Burton
under the Protectorate. After the Restoration Andrew Marvell
writes descriptive letters to his constituents at Hull, and
Anchetil Grey, another member, compiles continuous reports
of debates.

During all this period the law of Parliament, both sub-
stantive and adjective, as Bentham would phrase it, is
continually growing as a body of customary law, and its
development is recorded by entries in the journals, which
are sometimes records of formal resolutions, sometimes mere
notes of practice. The power of adjournment is distinguished
from the power of prorogation, and is claimed by the Com-
mons, who also successfully claim the power of determining
the validity of elections. The committee system grows up.
Small committees are appointed for considering the details
of bills and other matters, and sit either at Westminster or
sometimes at the Temple and elsewhere. For weightier